Do you use rebuses at your lessons?

If yes, this post is for you.

I often use rebuses at my lessons as: 

· Warm-Up activity or Lead-In activity

I generate a rebus with the help of this site: http://rebus1.com/, use ready rebuses or sometimes I create them by myself. 
If you use this link, please, change the language into English, then find “Rebus Generator” on the left, click, and enter any word or phrase. Click “Create Rebus” and it will be ready. 
Use “Print Screen” and save the picture on your computer on your notebook. 

I do screenshots and edit them with “FastStone Capture”:  http://faststonecapture.ru/
It is a free tool.  This is a step by step manual: http://todisplay.ru/howtouse/25/

When I made a rebus, I set the tasks:
· look at the slide and guess the word (if you use computer, projector or interactive board);
· look at the pictures and guess the word (if you use flashcards);
If you are a good artist, you can draw your rebus on the board.
Then I ask my learners to guess the lesson`s topic by this word or phrase. 

As an example, I attach a rebus on topic “Weather” to this post.

Here is another tool for making not only rebuses, but also Word Clouds, mazes, etc:
https://www.festisite.com/rebus/

Choose the option, type the words, click on “Preview” and if everything is all right, download and print. 

· Reading tool

A rebus can be a great method of helping to involve learners of all ages in the act of reading. Two types of puzzle in which letters, words, and pictures are combined to convey a phrase or a sentence. 
You can do it with the help of the tool above, choosing the option “Rebus”.  
Such rebuses offer a way to enable learners to help read a story before they can decipher print. In this type of story, some simple objects that the learner can identify and name are substituted for the words, so the child can read that part of the story (see the attached file). 

Here is an example with the word “RESOLUTION” at the middle of the lesson on topic “Celebrating New Year`s Day”:
· give learners rebus with the word “RESOLUTION”. When they discover the word, explain that many people make resolutions for the new year;
· ask learners if they ever make resolutions at the beginning of the year, what they were.

· Hometask or Revision tool 

http://pochemu4ka.ru/load/konkurs_quot_zanimatelnye_golovolomki_quot/rebusy/421-1-0-10020

Some teachers create rebuses equations, for example, F + the picture of AN EAR = FEAR (see the attached file).  Benjamin Franklin used this kind of writing without the plus and minus signs, in his brief article, “The Art of Making Money Plenty in Every Man’s Pocket”: 
http://productionist.com/the-art-of-making-money-plenty/

[bookmark: _GoBack]That is all for now. 

Have a great teaching!

If you have any questions, feel free leave your comment. 













