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	Lesson plan cover page

	Country
	Russia

	Name
	Irina Starovoytova

	CiSELT unit and title
	CIS1.3 Lesson planning



	Brief description of context, location and time (size of classroom, facilities/resources available, time of day, lesson length, etc) – 50 words maximum
	A rather big classroom with two windows. Every two desks are put together and make islands. Each of four islands accommodates 4 students. There is a data projector.

The lesson is in the morning and lasts 40 min. Students have 3 lessons a week.

	Brief description of learners (how many,  age, level, special needs/behavioural issues, etc) – 
50 words maximum
	15 students aged 11-12, 7th grade in the maths magnet school. Elementary level. Behavioural issues concerning half of them: they tend to lapse into Russian. One girl is a strong loner. Two or three boys have an immature attitude. 4 students take extra classes of English and are very motivated.

	Brief description of the new idea and why chosen – 50 words maximum
	I was interested in Dr. Stephen Krashen’s Second Language Acqusition Theory, published in 1981, and his idea that Ss accept language input if their affective filter is low: when they are motivated, confident and relaxed. Ss should be exposed to “the language slightly above” the level they have reached. They will be able to understand it by using the context and their world knowledge.  
Also I’d like to try Joanna Budden’s (Motivating students, article on TeachingEnglish site) idea to improve teenagers motivation by using music (acceptance).




	Lesson plan cover page

	How does the lesson fit with syllabus/timetable? 
(30 words maximum)
	The lesson combines with: “Cambridge English for schools in Russia”, by Andrew Littlejohn and Diana Hicks, level 2, unit 8, 3rd lesson. Ss will practice integrated skills on the topic, including map reading and note taking skills. Language focus: vocabulary on the topics – climate, food, clothes, housing. 


	Learning outcome
	Ss will be able to interact, reason and speak freely about different types of climate and its influence on the way people live in this or that country using basic structures: 

· There are… so people… 

· They have to… because of… 
· I’d like to… because…


	Materials and references (attach worksheets)
	1. Visual Aids: the climate map (Map of the World in Ss’ Books), http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/ on-line articles for kids from the “National Geographic”:  pictures and texts about the countries (a class set of 15 laptops).

2. Handouts: Printed (and adopted) articles from the site (http://images.nationalgeographic.com/wpf/sites/kids/NGS/wpf/printplace/greece.html); cards with questions/outline for final presentation; tables to fill in. Attached.  
3. Recording: some background music; the song “Here comes the Sun” from class CD.
4. Dictionaries or http://www.lingvo-online.ru/en (on Ss’ laptops).


	Anticipated problems – 50 words maximum
	Will students be good at cooperative learning, be engaged, communicate in English or lapse into Russian?
Some students missed the previous lesson. It can be difficult for them to catch up.

	Proposed solutions – 50 words maximum
	Give clear instructions. Find interesting articles to read. Circulate around the islands to monitor and help if they need. Put mixed Ss at one group/table to work together.

Prepare cards with short texts from the previous lesson.


	Lesson procedure

	Time
	Teacher activity
	Student activity
	Interaction
	Stage aim

	5min
	Lead in

Introduces the lesson: Today we are going to have a kind of a workshop on the topic “Climate and the way we live”. We have to learn to describe the influence of climate on the way people live in this or that country. 
Gives instructions: You will be given an article about a country from a geographical magazine “National Geographic”. APPENDIX 4 (or on-line)

You will have to find the information in order to answer some questions. So what are they about? Cards with questions - APPENDIX 1 
On blackboard: spider gram 

	Students read the questions in pairs: about country, climate, food, clothes, houses
Ss name the examples for each word group and write them on the board
	Teacher – students
Pair work
S-Class
	For Ss to know what they are expected to do at the lesson
For Ss to revise key vocabulary

	15
	MAIN ACTIVITY

Arranges pupils into groups of three or four and gives out the materials, demonstrating the activity.
Hands out the cards (APPENDIX 3) to assist those who were absent.

Goes around and helps with vocabulary and grammar, but encourages Ss to help each other.
	Ss look through the pictures and read the information (an article, including maps, diagrams, etc.) and give the answers to the questions.


	Group work 

	For Ss to further reinforce the vocabulary on countries, climate, food, clothes, houses; to practice reading skills (scanning) 
.


	15
	Before the presentation starts T gives out the tables the groups have to fill in while listening to the other groups.

Tables to fill in (APPENDIX 2)


	Presentation of the group works in front of the class. Each group chooses a S to make a presentation in front of the class.
They point the country on the map, describe it according to the outline/question list and show the pictures.
Those who are listening fill the tables in, then check in groups.
	S-Class
individually Group work

 
	For students to practice listening, taking notes and speaking skills about countries, climate, food, clothes, houses.

	5
	FOLLOW UP:

1. Asks to check the tables Appendix 2
2. Asks to discuss in pairs: What country would you like to visit or to live in.? Why?
3. Whole class discussion
HOME TASK: Find out the information and pictures about any country you would like to visit, write some notes and be ready to tell the class about it.

	1. Ss check the information about the country their group made the presentation about going to another table/groups. 4X4 Mingle activity: one S left at the table, 3 others go to another 3 tables/groups to check the tables.
2. Ss say I’d like to… because…
3. Ss give their opinions to the class

	Group work
Feedback/

correction

Pair work

S-Class
	 For students to practice listening and speaking skills about countries, climate, food, clothes, houses.
For students to practice expressing the opinions: I’d like to… because…

Reflection


APPENDIX 1

1. What country is it?

2. Where is it on the map?

3. What type of climate is it?

4. What do people eat?

5. What do people wear?

6. What is a traditional house there?

7. Do you like the place? Why?/Why not?

APPENDIX 2

	Country
	Climate
	Food
	Clothes
	Houses

	
	
	
	
	


APPENDIX 3

Example of the text from the previous lesson for those who were absent.
We practiced before (lessons 1 &2) vocabulary on climate (polar, tundra, cool/warm temperate, desert, monsoon, tropical, etc.) and read the map (page 100-101) where you were given short articles like: Places with a desert climates have less than 25 cm of rain each year, etc. Ss made short descriptions on pictures and texts like: 

	In a desert climate, it is very hot. People paint their houses white to reflect the sun. Not many vegetables grow there so people eat a lot of meat and rice imported from other countries. They have to wear light, white clothes and something on their heads because of the heat.


APPENDIX 4
Sample Text 
Facts about Greece:

Geography
Greece has the longest coastline in Europe and is in the south of Europe. There are mountains, forests, and lakes, but the country is well known for the thousands of islands dotting the blue Aegean Sea to the east, the Mediterranean Sea to the south, and the Ionian Sea to the west. 

The country is divided into three geographical regions: the mainland, the islands, and Peloponnese, the peninsula south of the mainland.

Nature
Most of the country was forested at one time. Over the centuries, the forests were cut down for firewood, lumber, and to make room for farms. Today, forests can be found mainly in the Pindus and Rhodope ranges. 

Greece has ten national parks and there is an effort to protect natural and historic landmarks. Marine parks help protect the habitats of two of Europe's most endangered sea creatures, the loggerhead turtle and monk seal. The long coastline and clear water make Greece an ideal location to spot starfish, sea anemones, and sponges, and seahorses hiding in the seaweed.

The Greek landscape is covered by plants that don't need a lot of water. These plants include fragrant herbs such as thyme, rosemary, oregano, and bay and myrtle trees. Bird watching is popular in Greece where geese, ducks, and swallows stop over during their migration from Africa to Europe. 

People and Culture
Family life is a very important part of life in Greece. Children often live with their parents even after they get married. Greeks live long lives and it is thought that their varied diet of olives, olive oil, lamb, fish, squid, chickpeas, and lots of fruits and vegetables keep them healthy.

Olive trees have been cultivated in Greece for over 6,000 years. Every village has its own olive groves.

Fast Facts
Official Name: Hellenic Republic

Form of Government: Parliamentary republic

Capital: Athens

Population: 10,722,816

Official Language: Greek

Monetary unit: Euro 

Official Language: Greek

Monetary unit: Euro
	Reflection

	What went well? Why?

(refer to the learners, learning outcomes and stage aims, lesson procedures, tasks / activities and materials)
	Ss were engaged, worked in groups, demonstrated creativity while interpreting the facts about the countries. They demonstrated their ability to speak about different types of climate and its influence on the way people live in different countries of the world.
The background music helped to make a positive atmosphere.

The articles from the site were rather difficult because the language was slightly above the level they have reached. But they were able to understand it by using the context and their world knowledge. Sometimes they used the dictionaries.   


	What didn’t go well? Why?

(refer to the learners, learning outcomes and stage aims, lesson procedures, tasks / activities and materials)
	Some Ss lapsed into L1. One group had a conflict because one of the S showed less involvement and didn’t participate in group work at the beginning. 

	What changes will I make next time? Why?
	Next time I will bring some realia for students to guess what countries are they from to engage all the Ss into the activity better. 
 I could also suggest an individual task for one of the student as this girl is an introvert and prefers to work on individual tasks.
Maybe it would be useful to make a list of necessary classroom expressions for the Ss to use: Slow down! It’s your turn, etc.




Course assignment:  
  Date: 

	Result
	

	Moderator’s comments, advice and suggestions
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Moderator:  



