
                 12 Ideas for Using Video in Class
[bookmark: _GoBack]                      http://elt-connect.com/video/

Before Watching: 
· Screenshots!
Use websites such as moviescreencaps.com or www.film-grab.com to choose screenshots from a movie of your choice and build your own task. Save approx 8-10 screenshots of pertinent moments in the movie, jumble them up and have students in small groups re-order them to build the story.  Try to choose a movie they have never seen so they can discuss, predict and give their opinion on what they think the story is.

· Screenplay!
Use websites such as simplyscripts.com and www.gointothestory.blcklst.com to search for your movie and download the script.  Choose a one page scene and print it for your students. Before watching, do a read through with students, eliciting genre, character, story and any other information.  This is a great lead in to get your students engaged and interested in watching the video clip.
· Read the Blurb!
Using only the blurb of the movie to engage your learners, jumble up the storyline and get your students in pairs/small groups to put it back together.
· Characters!
Show your students images of the main characters in the movie/scene and in groups, ask them to think about three adjectives to describe each character. You could also take this further and get students to discuss the relationships between the characters and the parts they play in the movie.
 
While Watching:
Pause!
Pause the clip at a moment decided on beforehand. Now, give your students two minutes to discuss what they think is going to happen next, for example, to predict the next action by the main character.
You Watch, I’ll Listen!
If you’re using a short clip, this task works particularly well. Divide your class into pairs.  Student A becomes ‘The Watcher’ and Student B, ‘The Listener’.   You will need WiFi for this task and students will need access to the video clip on their smartphones.
Tell them to bring their earphones too.
One student watches the movie, without sound and the other student listens to the movie only, without watching.  Now Student A and B get together and build the storyline together – a modern information-gap activity.
 
· Character Study
Assign a character in the scene to each student in the class. Students focus on that character while watching and answer questions based on their character.  Try to avoid questions such as ‘What is she doing?’ or ‘What is he wearing?’ for your higher levels  – Encourage students to use their critical thinking skills, asking them to answer questions such as ‘Do you think her reaction was appropriate?’ or ‘Was she being honest with her mother?’.
· Just Take Notes!
Students simply take notes while watching and then afterwards get together with their group and create questions to ask the other groups about the scene. Again as in Number 7, try to get students asking more meaningful questions.  You can adjust this task easily depending on your level.

Post Watching: 
· Act it Out!
After watching the video clip, students now in their groups write what they think will be the following scene and then act it out for the rest of the class.
· Silent Movie!
Students watch the scene without sound and then with group, discuss what they think it was about. They can also add their own dialogue to the scene with their partners.
· Alternative endings!
Play a video clip which finishes on a cliffhanger. What’s going to happen next?  In groups, students discuss two alternative endings and present their ideas to the class.
· Film It!
After watching, students film another short scene
on a smartphone using the same characters/genre
/theme from the clip.
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