


Absorbing and thought-provoking: words meaning ‘interesting’
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[bookmark: _GoBack]We’re focusing on the word ‘interesting’. There are lots of synonyms (or rather, ‘near-synonyms’) for this adjective but most carry an extra meaning. In this post, I’ll try to show the differences in meaning between these near-synonyms and provide you with a range of ‘interesting’ vocabulary!
If you find something extremely interesting, you can use the adjective fascinating:
I read a fascinating book on the subject.
It’s a fascinating subject.
If something interests you, partly because you cannot fully understand it and want to know more, you might describe it as intriguing:
The novel’s opening chapter is very intriguing. 
A book, film or activity that is so interesting, it completely holds your attention, might be described as absorbing:
I found his last novel very absorbing. 
Even stronger than ‘absorbing’, but with the same meaning is the adjective engrossing:
It’s a really engrossing story.
Something that holds all your attention because it is both interesting and exciting might be described as compelling:
I found the whole film compelling from start to finish.
Other adjectives with a similar meaning are riveting and gripping:
The first act of the play was completely riveting.
It’s a really gripping read. 
Meanwhile, if a talk, book, film, etc. is interesting because it makes you think a lot about a subject, you can say that it is thought-provoking:
It was a very thought-provoking talk. 
A job or discussion that is stimulating makes you keep feeling interested, often by providing you with new ideas:
He finds his new job much more stimulating.
We had a very stimulating discussion.
Sometimes, things are interesting in a rather unusual way. For this combination of qualities, we have the adjective curious:
There were some very curious-looking frogs in there.
Conversation or company that is interesting and enjoyable is sometimes described as sparkling, especially if it is clever and funny:
Georgie was in sparkling form.
The conversation was positively sparkling.
Gossip (= news about other people’s private lives) that is interesting because it is rather shocking may be described informally as juicy:
I’ve got some juicy gossip for you!
There is also a group of ‘interesting’ adjectives that mean ‘interesting enough to be spoken of’, for example notable:
Was anything notable said in the meeting? 
A more formal way of saying this is worthy of attention/notice/note:
We saw a couple of fairly entertaining short films but nothing worthy of note. 
An event that is interesting enough to be described in a news report may be described as newsworthy:
Nothing newsworthy ever happened in her parents’ town. 
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